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approaching to awe, by the elaborate skill displayed in its
construction, and the simple, massive, and sublime cha-
racter of its architecture. It is built of huge blocks of
hard compact limestone, the black colour of which adds to
its gloomy grandeur.1 This extraordinary monument of
early civilisation consists of an outer colonnade, inclosing
an area, in which stands the principal buildirig, detached.
There are four great gateways; one in the middle of each
side, and facing the four cardinal points; those facing
east and west being much finer than the others. Within
the enclosure made by this peristyle, and equidistant from
the side walls, is a magnificent temple, of a .rectarfgular
outline, seventy feet long, sixty feet wide, and in its
present state, about forty feet high. The whole character
of the building, like that of the enclosing colonnade, is
massive, simple, and severe, yet in excellent taste. Some
notion of the -style may be formed by imagining a
combination of the Egyptian, Tuscan, and Saxon. The
tradition of the Cashmirian pundits, assigns it to an
antiquity of about two thousand five hundred years:
with them it bears the name Koran Pandau, ancl is
attributed to Kooroo and Pandoo, two kings, who figure
in the remote legends of Hindoo mythology. It is also
known by the name of the ' City of the Sun/ Hiigel
observes, 'My description, unfortunately, gives little
conception of the impression produced by this simple
majestic structure, which I class among the finest ruins of
the world. The forms are throughout noble, and the
embellishments often tasteful j but it is peculiarly cha-
racterised by the huge masses of which it is constructed;
and the effect of these is. heightened by the dark hue of
the marble, and the desolation in which it stands, in the

1 Jacquemont observes: "II est constru.it dans touteson e*tendue de
tranches, poshes successiveinent lea unes au-dessus des autres, sans
cimeiit."